
Army MedicalIntelligence.
Letter from Suro. Gf.o. B. Willson—March from Hampton to Tns

Camp before Yorktown.
[Communicated for the Hosten Medical and Surgical Journal.]

Headquarters, 3d Mich. Infantry, 3d Brigade, 3d Corps
d'Armée, Camp before Yorkloion, Va., April llih, 1862.

Messrs. Editors,—I need not recur to what had transpired up to
the date of my last letter, but shall commence with our march from
Hampton. Our first camp there (Camp Hamilton) was between the
ruins of the late village and Fortress Monroe. On the third day we
moved to a belter location, on a sandy plain west of the ruins. The
diarrhoeas and dysenteries produced by the Potomac water continued,
and, as the weather was rainy more than half the time, there were
many complaints of rheumatic pains, besides a good many catarrhal
cases. While there, we sent some 12 men to the General Hospital at
Fortress Monroe. One of the cases commenced with a heavy chill, last-
ing two hours, and succeeded by a low fever without intermission for
twenty-four hours, when a great number of brownish spot« appeared
on different parts of the body, and he was sent to hospital, where he
died the next day. This man had had a sore mouth and tender tongue
for a few weeks previous, and when he left for the hospital his gums
were puffy and bled easily. I suspected scurvy, but 1 believe that
the case was reported as intermittent fever. 1 don't know what they
called it in hospital. A great number of our men, for a month or six
weeks past, have complained of a rawness of the whole mouth and
throat, the middle of the tongue being peculiarly tender, and present-
ing a smooth raw appearance, like a tongue cleaning from the
sordes of typhoid fever. This soreness of the mouth and throat
was very common amongst the men, and quite hard to remove, last-
ing several weeks in some cases. In our new camp at Hampton
(Camp Heintzelman) our men got good supplies of vegetables of every
kind, and plenty of oysters and clams, which are found in great quan-
tities around there in the bayous and creeks. The oysters are brought
there in vessels and "planted" in the bayous, and taken up as the
market requires. When we went there first, we bought them for one
dollar a gallon, but the price was soon doubled. Since then, the sore
mouths have greatly diminished in number.

On April 4th, the " long roll" was beaten, and the whole army—
cavalry, artillery and infantry—sprung up and buckled on their armor,
knapsacks, canteens, tents, &c, and began to pour forth upon the
road. I may as well here give you an idea of the shelter provided us,
as this is an important item in sanitary respects. Every private and
non-commissioned officer, except the orderly sergeants, carries on the
top of his knapsack a piece of canvass about five by ten feet in size,
and having buttons or button holes on one long edge and loops on the
opposite. Each of these pieces is half of a tent. At night, every
two men button their two pieces together, and lay the pieces thus
fastened across a little pole or stick laid on two crotches. They fasten
the looped edges to the ground by wooden pins, and thus form a tent
capable of sheltering two men with their " traps." These are called
shel er tents, but they cover so little ground that when it rains the
water Hows in about the edges and leaves but a small space dry. Even

:
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when they drain round the edges, if the ground is low, flat and wet,
as most of it is that we have passed over, the drain fills up and the
ground is frequently covered two or three inches deep with water, so
that the men have often to leave them and sit up outside, round the
camp fires, with their rubber or oil-cloth quilts about them. The or-

derly sergeants have wedge tents, much more comfortable than the
shelter tents, and those are carried in the baggage wagons. The offi-
cers of the line have for every two companies, that is for every six of
them, a wall tent of the ordinary size, viz., ten feet square. The offi-
cers of the field and staff' have a similar tent for every two of their
number. The commissary and quartermaster's sergeant have a wedge
tent, and there is a large wall tent, or, in some regiments, a " Sibley "
for a hospital. This makes up the shelter. When the wagons are

delayed so as not to be able to come up at night, all those having
wedge and wall tents have to do without them ; and if they cannot
find a house or barn, they must sleep in the open air. This was my
fate on the night of the 5th.
After we got on the road, in marching order, I could not tell how

other regiments in the advance or rear fared, except as I inferred from
the marks left or the halts we were compelled to make, which during
the first day's march were very frequent. We at no time went more
than a mile without a halt, and often not twenty rods ; and the halts
varied in time, from five minutes to three hours in length. Towards
noon and afterwards frequent attempts were made to get a cup of coffee
boiled, yet few succeeded, the order to fall in compelling them to
throw it away nearly every time. Then after finding that we would halt
again, perhaps in forty rods, many oaths were expended. Shortly
after, the march commenced, and the men began to feel tired from the
frequent stoppages—falling in—halting—breaking ranks—lying down
—jumping up again to fall in—standing half an hour—breaking ranks
without moving forward a yard—lying down again—falling in—march-
ing a short distance—halting half an hour—then lying down—falling
in, and so on. This soon became so tiresome that the men began
to throw away part of their luggage, chiefly overcoats and blankets,
and it continued all that day and the next. Though there was not
half of the army ahead of us, yet so general was this waste, that from
four miles west of Hampton to within a few miles of this place, I did
not ride forty rods in any placewithout passing an overcoat, a blanket,
or some other garment. Many of them were nearly as good as new.
After the whole army, nearly twenty miles in length, had passed, the
road must have been literally covered. Though this is not a strictly
medical matter, yet it has its relation to my subject, inasmuch as it
tends to show that however well the men had been provided for as to
clothing, they must now be in rather a poor condition to stand expo-,
sure or severe weather.
Now that you can judge of our shelter and clothing, I may add a

word upon food. Up to our leaving Hampton, we had less or more
light bread every day, but now commenced the era of "hard crack-
ers." These I need not describe further than to say that they are
about the same as sea biscuit, and nearly as hard as an oak barrel stave.
This is the only kind of bread we have now, and with coffee (no tea),
sugar, vinegar, and salt pork, forms our food. A great number of live
cattle were driven along and slaughtered here and there as occasion re-

quired—so that we have had fresh beef several times ; but one half of
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the time wo had no salt, so that it was often eaten saltless, and some-
times raw at that. When cattle are killed for beef, the entrails, with
whatever tallow is on them, and the head, often wilh the tongue left,
in it, and the hide, are all left on the ground. Since taking up (im-

position here, the plain has been strewed with the heads, hides and
entrails of the slaughtered cattle, no care being taken to throw them
into sinks. This will soon have to be done, should the weather be-
come warm. If some one had teams to go around and collect the
hides, and ship them, ho might make1 thousands of dollars.
We camped the first night a mile west of Big Bethel, having onlymade about thirteen miles in an equal number of hours, for we did not

pitch tents till near 10 o'clock. The ground was damp and flat, and
one regiment of our brigade actually lay in a place so wet anil soft
that a horse could not get through it. Next morning the sick list was
large—most of the cases new, and three fourths being chills and fever,
with diarrhoea or dysentery. Some eight or ten had to be taken into
the ambulances and wagons.

1 forgot to mention tlie item of ambulance conveyance. Each regi-
ment has one two-horse ambulance, and then to each brigade there are
two four-horse ambulances. For the field, our ambulance corps is
quite ample, numbering 27 men and four field stretchers. Those regi-
ments which have no bands have only about half that number.

On the second day's march, April 5th, we made about twelve miles,
through very bad roads, and the rain pouring from 10, A.M., till near
4, P.M. (The roads were excellent the first day, and the weather
clear.) We reached a plain said to be two and a half or three miles
from Yorktown, at about 5, P.M., and there we found that our army(the part preceding us) had branched off to the right and taken upposition, their extreme right, resting on York river, between Yorktown
and Ship-point. We (lleintzelman's corps) pitched our tents on the
plain, our regiment being located in a cotton-field. We are near the
centre of the army, which is drawn up in an irregularly cresccntic
form, having the right on York river—Yorktown itself in front of our
division, though intervening woods and a rising ground keep it from
view. Close behind the woods are the^nemy's works, which encom-
pass Yorktown, and present a face of about seven miles extent in front
of our army. The plain, a mile across, extends about two and a half
miles from the river, between the town and Ship-point, to a place half
a mile to our left. Then woods intervene, so that I cannot describe
the position of the left half of our army. Our batteries have been
throwing shells and exchanging shots occasionally with the enemy
ever since we came here, but the shots are few and far between.
None of our troops have been any way busily engaged but the sharp-shooters, and they had lost four men killed and six wounded on the 6th
current. Yesterday the division was moved off the plain back intothe woods, the enemy having thrown several shells amongst us and
fired a good many balls clear over us. We expect an engagement inabout three days more. The woods where we are now located are cut
up with swales, covering quite half the ground, and the other half isflat and damp, and the water we get of course is all surface water,andvery bad at that.
Now I shall turn to the hospital arrangements, and the manner in

which the medical force is disposed. From the lengthened prelimina-ries, I think you will bo able to understand everything as well as if
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you were here. It was first arranged, by Dr. McClure, Medical Di-
rector of our division (Hamilton's Division), that there should be one

hospital for the whole division ; and for that purpose several houses,
one on the plain and some others on its borders, were taken posses-
sion of and put in charge of several of the surgeons. This arrange-
ment did not work well, and when the division was moved back into
the woods, the hospitals were also directed to be removed ; so they
accordingly moved back some two miles from their first location, to an
old encampment deserted by the rebels, on which there were left a

great number of very comfortable shanties. As the arrangement for a
division hospital had not worked well, the surgeons of our brigade
have fitted up some of the shanties for themselves, and purpose having
a brigade hospital in them. All the surgeons stay back at these hos-
pitals, and leave the assistant surgeons with the regiments. They,the assistant surgeons, are to go with the regiments in case of an en-

gagement, but they are precluded from taking any instruments but
their pocket cases with them. This virtually reduces them to the
rank of mere forwarding agents, whose business on the field will onlybe to bandage a limb, or lie an artery, or put on a tourniquet, anil staywith the wounded until the ambulances come to take them to the hos-
pitals three or four miles in the rear. Should there be much of a bat-
tle and many wounded, it may be twenty-four hours or more before
they can be conveyed back, and during that time the assistant sur-
geons must stand by and look on without the ability to perform any
operation requiring a larger instrument than a two-and-a-half inch bis-
toury. They have neither bone forceps, small saw, Iley's saw, eleva-
tor, or ball extractor : so that they have their hands tied as to perform-
ing any operation in which these would be used, no matter how urgent
the necessity or how long the patients may be under their care. This
arrangement is an insult to the assistant surgeons, and if they consent
to be so used and remain in the service longer than honor compels
them to, 1 am much mistaken.
Now I have given you an outline of the whole proceedings, and the

present position of parties and affairs. I have nothing further to
write, as there is nothing being done. This letter has cleared the
way, so that when I write, next time, I can proceed at once to profes-
sional matters, and deal with them alone without burdening my page
with preliminary and parenthetical explanations. Trusting that 1 shall
have something more interesting to communicate ere long, I am

Geo. B. Wili.son.

We are kindly permitted by the Surgeon General to make the fol- »

lowing extracts from a letter from Dr. John Steams, Jr., of this city :

( Floating Hospital Louisiana,
To the Surgeon-General. ( Cairo, III., 7th April, 1862.
Dear Sir,—My position is quite an independent one. Surg. Wag-

ner, of the Army, has charge of the boat, and manages in detail. Dr.
Williams, of Alton, a volunteer surgeon, is associated with him in the
same relation as myself The boat is divided into three wards, and
each is independent of the other, as at the Mass. Gen. Hospital. Dr.
Wagner is from Baltimore, a very courteous and pleasant man. The
Medical Director, here, is Dr. Simmons, of South Carolina 1 like the
service. At No. 10, we had twenty gunboat men on board, wounded
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and sick, from Old Massachusetts, some of them 2d regiment men,
and two from Boston We left the headquarters of Gen. Grant's army
yesterday morning, 250 miles from here, up the Tennessee. On Sat-
urday 1 rode through the camp (a part of it), and New England slock
everywhere stands out, and splendid fellows they are. (¡rant is only
waiting lor Buoll to join him, and then good bye to Beauregard and
Bragg, for there can be hardly a doubt of the result. As we returned
from our ride, we met a squad of " Butternut" prisoners, taken in
a skirmish the night previous, and a poorer and weaker set 1 never
saw. Such men cannot contend with these Western braves. It would
have done your heart good to see how well our men received the fel-
lows, as they were marched in. Not an insult, not a word except of
congratulation as if they had escaped from starvation—and they look-
ed as if they had. This is chivalry. We took 250 sick to Cincinnati
last week, and have 200 now, and are about leaving for St. Louis. I
trust our boys are well served ; but could you overlook these Western
regiments and their supplies ! some of them have no surgeon ; many,
only one. Some no stimulants, no quiuia, no ammonia—everything
scanty but powder and ball. Yours truly, J. Stearns, Jr.

The following account of the military hospitals at Newbern, N. C,
is taken from the Progresa newspaper, published at that place :—

The General Hospital at Academy Green is full of severely wound-
ed men, and those who have undergone amputation. Two houses
opposite are filled wilh wounded rebel prisoners, under charge of their
own surgeons. The Masonic Hall (the public hall adjoining the LodgeRoom) is filled with the sick of various regiments. These last two
are branches of the original Academy Hospital, and are supplied from
its kitchen. The best of food is furnished, excellent ventilation, good
beds and kind and attentive nurses. Dr. George Derby, of the Mass.
23d, has the general supervision, assisted by Dr. Newton, Assistant
Surgeon of the Conn. 10th, and by Dr. Clark, of Whitiiisvillo, Mass ,

one of four surgeons recently sentby the Governor of that State. The
wounded are cheerful, and speak in the highest terms of their surgical
and medical advisers, accommodations and nurses.
The General Hospital, on Craven St., was fitted up by the rebels,

and contains eleven wards, with about 240 beds. These wards are

generally finely aired, and well ventilated. They contain both the
wounded and sick patients. Under the same name—" Craven Street
General Hospital "—are included the Odd Fellows' Hall Hospital, in
Middle St., and the Merchants' Bank Hospital, in Craven St., with
about sixty beds. This whole organization is under the charge of
Brigade Surgeon James Bryan, of Philadelphia, assisted by Drs. Sain'l
Kneeland of Boston, D W". C. Latlnop of Connecticut, W. II. Leon-
ard of New York, and J. C. Batchelder of Templeton, Muss., one of
the four surgeons sent by the Governor ofthat State. The hospitalsteward is H. R. Jones,"Co. C, 8th Conn. ; and the apothecary, JohnM. Davies, Orderly Sergeant Co. M, 9th N. Y. We are glad to learn
that the patients are all doing very well. The hospitals have line openyards, with plenty of ventilation and light : the wards are kept clean
and sweet, and, through the assistance of the Sanitary Committee, are
abundantly supplied with clean clothing, in the way of shirts, draw-
ers, quilts, bed ticks, &c. &c. Dr. Page, the Sanitary. Inspector, is
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indefatigable in his department in the hospitals. We also learn that
the gun-shot and other wounds heal kindly, our men being generally
robust and healthy of constitution.

Selections from MedicalJournals.

Profs. Syme and Velpeau on the Treatment of Fracture of the
Femur.—In a recent number of a Dutch medical journal a criticism of
Mr. Syme's Observations in Clinical Surgery, by Dr. J. Van der Hœ-
ven, has been published. We allude to it chiefly because the writer
directs attention to the circumstance that Prof. Velpeau is at one with
Mr. Syme as to the rationale of the treatment of fractures of the fe-
mur by means of the long splint. Mr. S3Tme maintains that, in the
treatment of the injury, extension is unnecessary, and that the use of
the long splint consists in restraining the movements of all the articu-
lations of the limb. This opinion, as our readers are well aware, is
very different from that usually entertained, but it is satisfactory to
find that so high an authority as Velpeau has come to the same con-
clusion. Dr. Van der Hœven quotes the following remarks made by
Prof. Velpeau in reference to three cases of fractured thigh-bone, in
which cures took place, with slight shortening, but without lameness
resulting :—
" These three facts, taken in connection with a good rhany others

which have'come under my notice, enable me to establish a principle
at variance with the opinions generally entertained. People cannot
understand a difference in the length of the two lower limbs without
the production of a perceptible lameness, and it is easy to read in the
treatises on fractures that shortening succeeding fractures of the thigh
is serious, because it may be followed by a very disagreeable result—
lameness. The treatment of these fractures is conducted in conformi-
ty with these indications, and numerous forms of apparatus have been
invented, or are invented every day, with the object of obviating
shortening. Some are intended, it is said, to overcome the action of
the powerful muscles of the thigh, to which is due the displacement
of the fragments in respect to height. Others are intended to obviate
the difficulties in the way of a regular coaptation. A Polish author has
brought together in a monograph all these kinds of apparatus, which
amounted to about two hundred, a number which has since been aug-
mented by numerous inventors. I am far from blaming the zeal of
surgeons, and the only reflection with which these attempts inspire me
is, that they are unnecessary. The draggings which are to be exercised
upon a thigh are not free from danger ; the occurrence of sloughing
under the tight bandages often makes it necessary to discontinue the
traction, in itself so painful. From another point of view, the ab-
sence of limping in cases of well-marked shortening is a second coun-
ter-indication against exaggerated efforts of extension, which perhaps
have never proved successful. If any surgeons were to affirm the
contrary, and were to tell' me that they have seen fractures of the
thigh get well without shortening, I should make use of the expression
of Fontenelle, ' Je le crois puisque vous me le dites, mais je l'aurais vu

que je ne le croirais pas.' (I believe it since you tell me so, but 1 should
not have believed it had I seen it myself.) And I should ask them if
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